
Dear G8 Finance Ministers,
Together you represent the world’s economic powerhouses. We write to ask 

that when you meet in Potsdam Germany this May, you also strive to represent 

the millions of people whose lives are blighted by extreme poverty.  Poverty 

can be overcome, in part through more and better aid, and we urge you to 

make good your longstanding commitments to provide 0.7% of national 

income in effective aid, and to commit to binding timetables to reach aid 

targets. We also urge you to implement innovative finance mechanisms as a 

key source of much needed finance for development. 

Aid is not a panacea. The aid that is given must be predictable, untied and 

coordinated. Harmful conditions can undermine the return on investment and 

aid will not deliver maximum benefit without reform of world trade rules, more 

debt cancellation and improved governance  

in the recipient countries.

But economic history shows us what aid can achieve. Marshall Plan aid from 

the US kick-started the rebuilding of a Europe shattered by war and delivered 

real benefits to the US in terms of new markets for its goods.  Aid to  

East Asia helped catalyse the economic miracles that have lifted millions 

of people out of poverty. Today many African governments are using aid to 

underwrite growth and provide essential schools, health services and water 

supplies for their people. The poorest countries in the world need you to 

honour these aid pledges if they are to meet the Millennium Development 

Goals and end poverty.

Through their unprecedented support for the international movement against 

poverty, taxpayers have already given you permission to spend their money 

saving lives.  Please seize that chance today.

Keep your promises to end poverty!
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